
Introduction:
1.

I. The Background of the Book of Romans
A. The Author: Paul (1:1)

1. His apostolic office and authority. Paul was a Jew who had once been a 
Pharisee and persecutor of the church. But he saw the risen Christ on the 
Damascus road. Christ arrested him, saved him, and commissioned him to 
be an apostle to take the gospel to the Gentiles. cp. Acts 26:16-18.

2. His commission to the Gentiles. Paul was specially chosen and sent by 
Christ to take the gospel to the Gentiles. This was an important fact 
alluded to by Paul several times in this epistle: 1:5; 11:13; 15:16. Paul 
wrote this letter during his third missionary journey. He had preached the 
gospel effectively and planted churches from Jerusalem to Illyricum 
(15:19).

3. His knowledge of the gospel. Paul constantly emphasized that the gospel 
that he preached had been received by him directly from Christ (Gal 1:11-
12). It is this gospel that is the main theme of the book of Romans.

B. The Recipients: Christians in Rome (1:7)
1. Their identity. (1) There was not one church in Rome, but many house 

churches (cp. 16:5, 9, 10, 14, 15). (2) Paul had never been to Rome, but he 
knew some individuals there. (3) These house churches were composed 
mostly of Gentile believers, but there were also some Jewish believers 
among them (cp. 16:3, 7, 11).

2. Their history.
a. The first believers were Jewish Christians who, after Pentecost, 

brought the gospel to their synagogues in Rome. Many Gentiles 
attended the synagogues and heard the gospel. Many (most) Jews 
rejected Jesus as Messiah; this created conflict among the 
synagogue Jews.

b. The Roman historian Seutonius describes in his Life of Claudius 
how the Jews rioted over the disagreement about Christ. As a result 
Claudius banished all Jews from Rome in 49 AD. (cp. Acts 18:1-4)

c. As a result of this edict and the departure of all the Jews, the 
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churches at Rome were made up solely of Gentile believers for a 
period of several years.

d. By the time Paul wrote the book of Romans, Claudius had died and 
many Jewish believers had already moved back to Rome (like 
Aquila and Priscilla (16:3).

C. The Occasion of the Letter
1. Date & Location. Paul was on his third missionary journey (about 57 

AD). He wrote from the city of Corinth (16:23 cp. 1Cor 1:14).
2. Paul's plan. Rome was the capital of the Gentile world and Paul was the 

apostle of the Gentiles. For this reason, Paul had long desired to visit 
Rome, but had been hindered by the pressures of ministry elsewhere. But 
he had finished his ministry in Asia and now wanted to take the gospel to 
Spain in far Western Europe. His plan was to first go to Jerusalem and take 
the offering for the poor saints there, then to pass through and visit Rome 
on his way to Spain. (cp. 15:23-28)

3. Paul's concern. Paul's primary concern was for the unhindered spread of 
the gospel in the Gentile world. It was paramount that the churches at 
Rome, which were troubled by tensions between the Gentile and Jewish 
believers, have a clear understanding of the gospel. Paul's concerns were 
four:

a. the need to define the gospel as the source of unity between Jew 
and Gentile in the Church.

(1) The gospel distinguished Christianity from Judaism

(2) The gospel corrected the false teaching of Jewish legalism

(3) the gospel was based on the doctrine of justification by 
faith.

b. the need to explain the gospel and its ongoing function in the life of 
the believer

(1) the gospel involved not just justification, but also the 
sanctification of the believer.

(2) The gospel corrected misunderstandings about the 
believer's relation to the law

(3) the gospel is empowered by the Holy Spirit who indwells 
the believer

c. the need to defend the gospel in light of the unbelief of Israel

(1) the gospel shows God to be faithful to his promises

(2) the gospel corrects Gentile arrogance toward the Jews

d. the need to apply the gospel to practical life of the believer

(1) church body life

(2) the believer's relationship to government

(3) the tensions between Jew and Gentile
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(4) etc.

D. The Nature of the Book

1. A letter. The book of Romans is the longest epistle written by Paul.

2. A theological treatise. The body of the letter (1:18-15:13) is a theological 
argument describing the gospel which Paul preaches among the Gentiles. 
Because Paul is writing to churches that he did not himself establish, he 
desired to provide them with a clear explanation of the gospel. 

II. The Theme of the Book of Romans (1:16-17)

A. the power of the gospel: unto salvation

1. “I am not ashamed of the gospel” Explanation: The word gospel is a key 
word in the book of Romans it 
occurs 13X: The gospel is the 
theme of the book of Romans.

2. “for it is the power of God unto salvation” Explanation: The gospel is 
powerful! God himself energizes the gospel and through it saves people 
from sin and the consequences of sin, which is death. Application: God 
commands us as Christians to give the gospel! But nowhere does he tell us 
to convert or save anyone; that is not our job, it is God's job. God 
accomplishes the work of saving people through the power of the gospel.

B. the universality of the gospel: to Jew and Gentile

1. “to all that believe” Explanation: The gospel is offered to every person. 
No one is excluded. Because it is offered on the basis of faith, any person 
who is willing can respond to God's invitation and receive salvation, 
because faith is not a work but a response to God's grace. The words for 
“believe” and “faith” are also key words in the book of Romans occurring 
79X.

2. “to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” Explanation: Although Paul is the 
apostle of the Gentiles and is writing to a mostly Gentile audience, his 
concern in this epistle is to show that the gospel is firmly grounded in 
Jewish Scripture and promises. God's universal offer of the gospel to the 
Gentiles does not nullify his promises to the Jews. On the other hand, the 
gospel is not limited to the Jews, but is offered freely to Gentiles on the 
same basis as it is to Jews: by faith.

C. the contents of the gospel: the revelation of God's righteousness

1. The gospel reveals the “righteousness of God.” Explanation: The word 
righteousness is a key word in the book of Romans. (1) Its primary 
meaning is the righteousness which God accounts to sinners on the basis of 
their faith totally apart from their works. It is related to another word, 
“justify” which means “to declare righteous.” This meaning is clearly 
found in the key passage on justification by faith (3:21-26). (2) 
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“Righteousness” is also used to describe the human self-righteousness that 
is based on attempting to earn righteousness by obedience to the law (10:1-
5). This kind of righteousness is false righteousness. (3) “Righteousness” 
can also be used to describe the righteous actions of believers who yield 
their members to God in the power of the Holy Spirit (6:13ff; 8:4). (4) 
Finally, “righteousness” can refer to the character and activity of God who 
demonstrated his righteousness at the cross. Because of Christ's death, God 
can be just in dealing with sin and yet justify sinners.

2. Argumentation: The gospel reveals God's righteousness because it is part 
of God's new revelation in Christ in the New Covenant which He 
established through his death and resurrection. Christ's death and 
resurrection mark a new era in God's revelation when he clearly reveals 
that sinners can be declared righteous before God through faith in Christ 
and receive forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God, and much more.

D. the requirement of the gospel: it begins and ends with faith

1. “from faith to faith” Explanation: faith is the sole requirement for 
receiving the benefit of the gospel. The principles of faith and works are 
mutually exclusive. Furthermore, faith is the consistent principle which the 
believer must maintain in the continuing application of the gospel to his 
sanctification.

E. the message of the gospel: the just shall live by faith

1. Argumentation: This is a quotation from Hab 2:4 and shows that the 
gospel of justification by faith is not an innovation, but was the same 
principle by which believers in the OT were justified before God. Thus the 
primary message contained in the gospel is the call to believe God's 
promises and live accordingly. Thus faith is the basis for receiving life 
(justification) and it is the basis for continuing to live a lifestyle of holiness 
(sanctification).

2. Argumentation: One of the key contrasts in the book of Romans is 
between living by faith or living by law. Law is a key word in Romans 
occurring 78X. This word usually is a reference to the “Law of Moses.” 
The Jews thought that they could be justified before God by keeping the 
law. Romans shows the impossibility of keeping the law because of our 
sinfulness. Therefore, instead of justifying a person, the law can only 
condemn him. Similarly no person can be sanctified by keeping the law. 
Instead, the law has been done away by Christ and we now enjoy the 
privileges of life in the Spirit which enables the believer to fulfill the 
requirements of the law.

III. The Outline of the Book of Romans

A. The opening of the letter (1:1-17)

B. The heart of the gospel (1:18-4:25)
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1. The universal reign of sin (1:18-3:20)

a. In this section, Paul demonstrates conclusively that all men are 
sinners. Both Gentiles and Jews are sinners, guilty before God, and 
without excuse.

2. justification by faith (3:21-4:25)

a. Paul uses Abraham as the OT example of justification by faith. 
Because Abraham was before the giving of the law, he functions as 
the example of faith for both Jews and Gentiles.

C. The hope of the gospel (5:1-8:39)

1. Hope of salvation (5:1-21)

a. Paul describes the results of justification in the believer's life. He 
shows that he can have assurance because of the hope of salvation 
which flows from justification by faith. He has been transferred 
from the realm of sin and death into the realm of grace.

2. Freedom from bondage to sin (6:1-23)

a. The believer has hope also because he has been freed from 
bondage to sin.

3. Freedom from bondage to the law (7:1-25)

a. The believer has also been freed from bondage to the law as a rule 
of life. (Law, 23X in this chapter)

4. Assurance in the Spirit (8:1-39)

a. Instead of sin and death ruling over him, the believer is under the 
guidance of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Our assurance is based on 
the certainty of God's purpose to conform his children to the image 
of Christ.

D. The defense of the gospel (9:1-11:36)

1. Paul deals with the problem posed to faith by the unbelief of the Jews in 
the present age. He shows that they are fulfilling God's purpose in election 
(ch. 9); that they failed to believe God's promises (10); and that they will 
ultimately be saved (11).

E. The power of the gospel (12:1-15:13)

1. In these chapters Paul applies the gospel to the practical needs of the 
Christian life.

a. He deals with our responsibilities to one another in the body (12)

b. He deals with our relationship with government (13)
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c. He deals with cultural/religious tensions between Jews and 
Gentiles in the church (14:1-15:13

F. The closing of the letter (15:14-16:27)

Conclusion:
1. Every Christian needs to understand the gospel

a. Your own spiritual well-being depends on it.
b. Your ability to give to others depends on it.

2. You need to consider on what basis you claim to be accepted by God. 
a. Many Jews considered their Jewish heritage to be a free pass to heaven. Because 

they were circumcised and a member of the chosen race, therefore they would be 
accepted by God, while the Gentiles would be judged for their sin.

b. Today many Christians base their hope of heaven on similar claims. Baptism, 
Church membership, keeping the ten commandments, etc.

c. The only basis on which we can be accepted by God is on the basis of faith in 
Christ's sacrifice on the cross.

3. The gospel is applicable to our ongoing life as a Christian. I do not become holy by 
keeping “church rules” or some other code of conduct. I must learn to live according to 
my new position in Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit.
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